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PORTS AND HARBOURS 
Tom leaned on the wall and 
looked down at the tiny harbour. In 
the shelter of its old wall rode the 
little boats. Tom and his Dad were 
on holiday at Clovelly. 


“Why do we need harbours?” 


Ke asked Tom. 


&Britain is a small island. Over 
sixty million people live on it. We 


«cannot grow all the food we need. 
“Much has to come from other 


countries. To pay for it, we send 
them machinery and many other 
things we have made. 
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“This is a very small harbour,” ON 
said Dad. “Only little fishing-boats® KAN 
and pleasure-craft can use. it.” 

2 Mos. 


Tom learned that millions of tons 
of goods are brought into Britain 
every year. They are called 
“imports”. Also, millions of tons go 


out of Britain. They are called 
“exports”. 


We need many big ships to carry 
them. The ships need big harbours 
and docks where they can “‘tie up” 


to load and unload in deep, calm 
water, 


“Yow’ll be able to see a very big 
harbour next week,” said Dad. 
“Uncle Ben is going to Liverpool. 
He has invited you to go with him.” 
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This was exciting news! 


Uncle Ben worked for the 
Mersey Docks and Harbour Board. 
The Board owns and runs all the 
docks at Liverpool, and also those 
across the River Mersey at 
Birkenhead. Here is a map of 
the Port of Liverpool. 


Next week, Tom and Uncle Ben 
set off for Liverpool. They left early 
in the morning by ’plane from 


London Airport. It was a lovely, 
sunny day, 


As they flew near to Liverpool, 
Tom could see the Mersey like a 
silver ribbon below. He could see 
the docks, cranes, ships and railway 
lines. This is what he could see. 


Tom and his uncle landed at 
Speke Aerodrome and rode by bus 
into Liverpool. They called at the 
offices of the Mersey Docks and 
Harbour Board. After lunch, Uncle 
Ben arranged to take Tom on a tour 
of the docks by motor-launch. 


They embarked near the Georges 
Landing Stage and sailed north 
towards the mouth of the river. 


Tom saw the ferry-boats sailing 
across to New Brighton. He saw 
some big ships in the river, and the 
funnels and masts of many others in 
the docks over to his right. 
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There are over 40 docks in the 
Port. Some of the larger ones have 
two or three “branches”. Each 
branch is bigger than Clovelly 
Harbour! 


The docks stretch for six and a 
half miles on the Liverpool side. 
At Birkenhead, they stretch inland ` , 
for nearly three miles. There are 
also about 18 dry-docks. 


Here is a ship in dry dock. She is 
being cleaned. 
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: The ship sailed in. The gates 
were closed. Then all the water was 


pumped out. 
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“This is the entrance to the 
Gladstone Dock,” said Uncle Ben. 
“The lock-gates are open.” 


They passed through the lock into 
the dock. The big gates can be 
closed. This keeps the water at the 
same level inside the dock whether 
the tide is high or low. 


The Gladstone Dock is the newest 
of the docks. It was built in 1927. It 
is one of the best docks in the world. 


At one quay, a Canadian Pacific 
liner was taking on stores. At 
another, a Blue Funnel Line ship 
was being loaded. 
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p^ two days’ time, the Jiner would 


be leaving for Canada. The Blue- 
Funnel ship was being loaded: Sah 


new cars. Soon it would be: sailing, c` YA 
to Singapore. L 
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Tom and his uncle sailed out of 
the Gladstone Dock and turned 
up-river. Tom was interested in the 
cranes. One was floating. 


“There are six floating cranes,” 
said Uncle Ben. 
“The smallest, 
called the Titan, 
will lift 25 tons. 
The biggest, called 
the Mammoth, 
will lift 200 tons!” 


Here is a picture 
of the Mammoth 
crane. 
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In the Huskisson Dock, a Cunard 
liner was taking on stores. 


“They are loading the ship with 
all the things needed for her voyage 
to America,” said Uncle Ben, “meat, 
fish, vegetables, flour—it’s like 
shopping for a family of several 
thousand people!” 


At the Princes Landing Stage, a 
smaller ship with a red and black 
funnel was taking on passengers. 


“That ship is taking holiday-makers 
to Douglas in the Isle of Man,” said 


Uncle Ben. 
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Further along was a big ship with 
a buff funnel. 


Uncle said it was a ship of the 
Elder Dempster Line. Soon it would 
be leaving for West Africa. 


Further upstream, Tom saw the 
big oil tanks. A long ship with the 
funnel near the stern was moored 
at the North Dingle Jetty. 


“That is a tanker,” said Uncle 
Ben. “She has brought oil from 
America. The oil will be made into 
petrol.” 


Then they crossed to Birkenhead. 
On the way, they saw many foreign 
ships with strange flags. 


On landing, they went inside some f 
warehouses. Here were grain, tobacco 
and wool. There were also crates of 
machinery, pottery and cotton cloth 
ready to go abroad. 


It was now time to go home. 
“Thank you, Uncle,” said Tom, “for 
a lovely day!” 
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THINGS TO DO 


. Liverpool is the second largest port in the 


country. Which is the largest? Make a list of 
other ports. 


. All the class join together and make a model of 


a harbour or a dock. 


. On a blank map of the world, draw lines from 


Liverpool to Canada, U.S.A., South America, 
Australia, India, China and South Africa, 
showing which way the ships sail. 


THINGS TO FIND OUT 


. Find out all you can about: a pilot; a ship’s 


chandler; a docker; a harbour master. 


. Make a list of IMPORTS and a list of EX- 


PORTS. Make your lists as long as you can. 


. Draw and colour the funnels of the different 


shipping lines. Under each one, write where the 
ships sail to, what they take and what they bring 
back. 
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